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Why Are There No Gay Bars in 
Santa Fe? 

A gay traveler finds unexpected treasures in New Mexico's capital - which do not 

include go-go boys. 

On a recent Friday night in the historic downtown district in Santa Fe, N.M., a 

well-heeled crowd of predominantly silver-haired gay men filled the lobby of 

the Hotel St. Francis. The crowd mingled among the Franciscan decor of the 

lobby - a metal chandelier, crosses, and a baptismal font, in homage to the 

city's patron saint. 

Among the holy relics, guests traded the news and gossip of the day: the return 

of the shirtless Tongan flag-bearer to the Olympics; Tom Ford's nearby ranch, 

listed for sale at $75 million; rumors of snow. Hors d'oeuvres were passed. 

Drinks were mixed from the adjoining Secreto Lounge. The bar boasted wines 

made from ancient recipes as well as "garden-to-glass" cocktails like its Smoked 

Sage Margarita, which earned it a coveted place on Santa Fe's Margarita Trail. 

This patina is one of the reasons this group, Friends of Dorothy, chose Hotel 

St. Francis for its monthly gathering. Called Friday Night With Dorothy, the 

traveling event is an opportunity for queer Santa Feans to gather and 

reconnect among the city's tony and historic establishments. March's event .vill 

take place at Casa Espana - once the home of a fur trader, now a nightclub 

operated by the Heritage Hotel. Other hosts have included the Inn and Spa at 

Loretto, whose adobe architecture is inspired by the nearby Taos Pueblo; 

Museum Hill Cafe, an upscale restaurant between the Museum oflndian Arts 

and Culture and the International Folk Art Museum; and Bar Alto, which has 

breathtaking views of the city from the Drury Plaza Hotel. 
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