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Inspired by recent renovations 
and a new owner with a 
strong connection to the 

place, the historic La Fonda 
on the Plaza hotel in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, has recently 
published a beautiful new book 
that documents its rich history 
and cultural significance in the 
town where it has stood since 
the 1920s. While the hotel 
opened its doors in 1922, and 
was later sold to the Fred Harvey 
Company in 1926, there has 
been an inn at this crossroads of 
the Santa Fe Trail since 1601. 

Like everything in Santa Fe,  

the history of the hotel is told 
through the artists who stayed 
there and added their works to 
its historic walls. This new book 
boasts an essay by contemporary 
Navajo painter Tony Abeyta 
on the history of the art found 
at the La Fonda hotel, starting 
famously with the colorful 
and graphic murals by Gerald 
Cassidy and continuing through 
works by Arnold Rönnebeck, 
Dorothy Stauffer, Olive Rush, 
William Lumpkins, Horace 
Akin, Paul Lantz and Agnes 
Sims. Jenny Kimball purchased 
the hotel in 2014, and she 

has continued the trend by 
purchasing art from a handful 
of contemporary Native artists 
including Abeyta, Sheldon 
Harvey, Marla Allison and 
Mateo Romero.

La Fonda: Then and Now 
is a coffee-table sized tome, 
beautifully designed by Alex 
Hanna and filled with hundreds 
of photographs, memorabilia 
and ephemera all telling the 
story of this wonderful Santa Fe 
institution. The book is available 
at the hotel’s gift shop. 

Then and Now
A new book documents the history of Santa Fe’s legendary La Fonda on the Plaza 
hotel and its connection to the city that surrounds it.
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in 1610, the corner of Old 
Santa Fe Trail and San Francisco 
Street has always provided a 
welcoming home away from 
home for travelers. La Fonda 
on the Plaza™ carries on that 
tradition with panache and a 
spirit of service, continually 
defining—and redefining—Santa 
Fe style in architecture, design, 
art, culinary innovation, and, 
of course, hospitality. Through 
original essays and photos both 
archival and new, La Fonda: Then 
and Now paints an ever-evolving 
portrait of the hotel that serves 
as the City Different’s center 
stage and living room. In the 
words of syndicated columnist 
Ernie Pyle, “You never met 
anybody anywhere except at the 
La Fonda.”

La Fonda Then & Now 
The genius of the company that created La Fonda in 1926 was its ability to invent restaurants and hotels that felt as if they 
always had been a cozy part of the community, even on their opening day. They were like art and history museums where you 
could sleep over. Every surface and object felt familiar and appeared well-worn, and all the food tasted like something that was 
already a favorite—or like something you had always wanted to try. La Fonda had to be special… It had to be “of” Santa Fe.

—Stephen Fried, from “Confessions of a La Fonda Fredhead” (introductory essay of this book)

La Fonda
Then & Now

Front cover: Santa Fe Fiesta parade on 
San Francisco Street, c. 1932,  T. Harmon 
Parkhurst, Courtesy of the Palace of the 
Governors Photo Archives (NMHM/
DCA) #068822, custom hand-coloring by 
Robert Brady (original image on p.165); 
Back cover, above: La Fonda Hotel, c. 
1922, as completed by Rapp, Rapp, and 
Hendrickson and prior to becoming a 
Harvey hotel, Courtesy of the Fred Harvey 
Collection (AZ 326, Box 8, Folder 6), Special 
Collections, University of Arizona; Back 
cover, below: © Robert Reck; Front inside 
flap: Gerald Cassidy, “Spanish Dancer;” 
Above: © Jen Judge

9 780692 761304

55500>
ISBN 978-0-692-76130-4

$55.00

The book jacket of La Fonda: Then and Now.

The renovated bar at La Fonda.
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